
MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
From Shannon Sumners of Sound Insights, 

Membership Committee Chair
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With the holidays fast approach-
ing and the New Year right ahead 
of us, I thought I would tell you 
about some of the events that you 
can participate in throughout 2011 
to help grow your business, as 
well as help the TCBA.  

Another Home and Garden Show 
will be held on Saturday, February 5th and Sunday, 
February 6th at the Fenn Center in Fort Pierce.  Booth 
sizes and prices are available on the TCBA Website.  
Display your product and talk to approximately 10,000 
individuals.  This event has always been well attended 
and I have been told is worth investing in.     

The Sporting Clays Fun Shoot Tournament will be 
held On Friday, March 18th at Quail Creek Plantation 
in Okeechobee.  There are several ways to participate 
in this event: 

Be an individual shooter or sponsor a four man team  

Be an Event Sponsor - your company name will be 
listed on the sponsor board displayed at  registration 
and at the awards ceremony,  your company banner 
displayed and recognition from the podium at the 
awards ceremony, plus recognition in the event pro-
gram and in the Builder News 

Be the Cart Sponsor - Company name/logo on all carts 
in addition to all of the event sponsor benefits. 

Be a Station Sponsor - one 12 x 12 sign with your 
company name displayed at a station and recognition 
in the tournament program and Builder News

The 25th Annual Fishing Tournament is scheduled 
for Memorial Day Weekend.  Sponsorship opportuni-
ties, boat entries for both inshore and offshore events 
and door prize donations are all ways you can support 
the event. You can also advertise in the Tournament 
Program or donate to the silent auction that is held at 
the Captains Reception on Friday evening..

As with all of these events, if you are unable to spon-

sor, we can certainly use you as a volunteer.  You can 
help by serving on a committee for any one of the 
events.  At the Home and Garden Show, we can use 
volunteers to help at the TCBA Booth.   At the Fishing 
Tournament we need several volunteers to sell shirts, 
50/50 tickets, barbeque tickets, and to weigh fish and 
much more.  Maddie can always find something for all 
of us to do!  

Enjoy your holidays, and I look forward to seeing all 
of you at the next TCBA event!

 



Members on the Move

Members On the Move Articles
Are you promoting, expanding or hiring a new mem-
ber?  Let us know and we will feature you in the 
Builder News.  Email all inquiries and articles to 
membership@treasurecoastba.com.
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Ringe appointed to Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Palm Beach & Mar-

tin Counties’ Board of Trustees

STUART, FL (October 5, 2010) – 
Ken Ringe, president of Bayview 
Construction, has been appointed 
to the 2010-11 board of trustees for 
Big Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS) of 
Palm Beach & Martin Counties. 

Ringe became a board member of BBBS of Martin 
County in 2009 and has been the signature sponsor of 
the non-profit’s annual golf tournament, presented in 
conjunction with ‘A Taste of Martin County’s Best,’ 
for two consecutive years. Ringe was also instrumen-
tal in finalizing the donation of a car as the first prize 
for the agency’s inaugural Duck-Race, which took 
place in November 2009. 

According to BBBS of Palm Beach & Martin Counties 
president/CEO William “Bill” Bee, board of trustee 
members have three responsibilities—financial, lead-
ership and governance.  

“Using my sphere of influence to help an organization 
make a positive difference in the lives of young people 
is very rewarding,” said Ringe. “Our children are our 
future, and Bayview is fully committed to ensuring 
these children have the confidence and skills they need 
to be successful, contributing members of society.” 

The term of Ringe’s appointment is two years. 

In addition to BBBS, Ringe sits on the board of the 
Martin County Chapter of the American Red Cross 
and is the vice-chair of the National Association of 
Home Builders’ National Commercial Builders Coun-
cil. 

ABOUT BBBS OF PALM BEACH & MARTIN 
COUNTIES:  Big Brothers Big Sisters of Palm Beach 
and Martin Counties is a nationally-affiliated non-
profit agency with the mission of making a positive 
difference in the lives of children and youth, primarily 

Ken Ringe

through professionally guided one-to-one relationships 
with caring mentors, and assisting them in achieving 
their highest potential, as they grow to become confi-
dent, competent and caring individuals. 

ABOUT BAYVIEW CONSTRUCTION:  Bayview 
Construction, headquartered in Stuart, is a certified 
state-licensed general contractor. A national award-
winning company in construction and safety, and a 
Builder of the Year award recipient by the Treasure 
Coast Builders Association (TCBA), Bayview has 
been in operation for more than 32 years. For more 
information on the company and its capabilities, visit 
http://www.bayviewconstruction.com or call 772-283-
9300, ext. 114.  

Kirchman Construction Wins National Award
For Okeechobee Veterinary Hospital

Stuart-based Kirchman Construction Co. has won a 
national award for a project completed earlier this 
year in Okeechobee. The company’s vice president, 
Ronnie Kirchman, II, was notified last week by the 
National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) 
National Commercial Builders Council (NCBC) that 
they would receive a Merit Award for the Okeechobee 
Veterinary Hospital, their entry in the NCBC’s 2011 
Awards of Excellence Competition.

“We are especially pleased because this was the first 
time we’ve entered this competition,” said Kirchman.

NAHB builder members in all 50 states compete for 
the Awards of Excellence. For a project to be consid-
ered, the builder must submit a full complement of 
professional photographs and a lengthy essay-form 
questionnaire. Issues addressed range from energy 
efficiency and time constraints to budget, site plan, 
building design and technical/design solutions to prob-

Designed specifically for the care and treatment of cats and dogs, the 
new Okeechobee Veterinary Hospital complements the original facility, 
which now will be used only for large animals such as horses. (Photo by 
Thomas Winter Photography)
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Members on the Move Cont.
lems encountered in the construction process.

The Okeechobee Veterinary Hospital is a two-story, 
8,375 sq. ft building, with six exam rooms and a surgi-
cal suite with two operating rooms, radiology and prep 
rooms. The building was designed by BDA Architec-
ture of Albuquerque, NM, one of the nation’s leading 
designers of animal care facilities.

The project will be featured along with other winners 
in the winter issue of Commercial Builder Magazine, 
and at “NBN On-Line,” Nation’s Building News, 
which is the official e-newspaper of the NAHB.

Kirchman Construction Co. is a general contracting 
firm based in Stuart, FL. Established in 1971, Kirch-
man is engaged primarily in commercial construction, 
and is a recognized leader in such niche markets as 
religious facilities, medical facilities, financial institu-
tions and animal care facilities.

For additional information, contact Ronnie Kirchman: 
772-283-4256 or visit www.kirchmanconstruction.
com

	 Featured Member of the Month
Renee Peaslee 

of 

Coast Gas is part of Heritage Propane out of Helena Montana and the 3 rd. largest propane company in the 
United States. Heritage's Mission Statement is direct and to the point, just like the operations of Coast Gas; 
"Be the safest, most customer focused and successful propane company in America"

 
Coast Gas has a live burn showroom located at 1001 S. U.S. 1 in Fort Pierce. We have fireplace log sets, grills 
and currently one of the industries most popular items "The Tankless Water Heater" that on average saves 40% 
over a conventional gas water heater, plus a tax credit through the end of 2010 on these tankless units.

 
Commercial & Residential we do all applications of Propane!Coast Gas has been serving the Treasure Coast 
and surrounding area for over 25 years. Please call me for a quote and additional information.  I can be reached 
at 772-464-1800 or 772-332-8806.

	

Spirit of Membership Holiday Incentives

Bonded Builders Warranty Group would like to 
put a little jingle in your pockets for the holidays!

 Any current member who brings in a new member
from December 10 through January 10 will re-

ceive the Spirit of Membership Award and a $35 
Walmart gift card.  This is a great way to help out 

the Association and put a little extra money in your 
pocket for the holidays.
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Bull and Brew - November 2, 2010
BULL AND BREW AT TCBA

Another successful and informative session with the 
Building Officials of Pt. St. Lucie and Ft. Pierce was 
held at the TCBA office on Nov. 3rd. The event was 
sponsored by Whirlpool Appliances, represented by 
Sue Reed and hosted by the Green Building/Remodel-
ers Council from 5:30 P.M. till 7:00 P.M. 
Pt. St. Lucie Building official Joel Dramis gave the 
group an enlightening account of what the Depart-
ment is doing in that city.  As usual he did a great job 
of communicating with the members of TCBA. He 
also brought along quite a few of the members of the 
department with him. Anyone who had a question or 
problem with that building department had a great 

ATTENTION ALL TRADE 
CONTRACTORS AND MINORITY ENTERPRISES

Biltmore Construction Co., Inc. (CGC040464) is the Construction Manager for The New 
Elliott Museum project in Stuart, Martin County, Florida.  In anticipation of Subcontrac-
tor bidding, Letters of Interest from Prequalified Subcontractors are being accepted for 
all trades.  Anticipated bid date is yet to be determined.  All bidders interested in being 

prequalified, please fax Janice Hajek at (727) 585-2088 or email to: 
JHajek@Biltmoreconstruction.com

Below:  Jon Campion of European Kitchen Sink Outlet, Valerie Am-
brose, Dean Thommes of Coley Construction, and John Ambrose of 

Suprano Systems

opportunity to discuss it with the right people at the 
“Bull and Brew” event. 

A really wonderful addition to the meeting was the 
presence of the Ft. Pierce Building official, Marc 
Meyers. Marc told the gathering about some of the 
new changes with the Building Code for the State of 
Florida and what to expect in the near future. Marc 
like Joel was a great communicator. If you missed this 
meeting you missed something worthwhile. Be sure 
and watch the announcements from TCBA for the next 
time a “Bull and Brew” will be held.

Whirlpool Appliances supplied adult beverages as 
well as an array of finger foods for all to enjoy. Every-
one that attended thought it was informative and great 
fun.   

 Marc Meyers, Fort Pierce Building Official, 2nd Vice President Cindy 
Hall of Cap Stone Industries, Sue Reed of Whirlpool Appliances, Bob 

DeRocher of Circle D. Enterprises, and Joel Dramis City of Port St 
Lucie Building Official
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 NAHB
Builder Financing, MID Top Agenda in White 

House NEC Meeting 

On Nov. 15, NAHB CEO Jerry Howard and senior 
staff met with staff of the White House National Eco-
nomic Council (NEC) to discuss home builder financ-
ing problems, the future of the housing finance system 
and deficit reduction proposals, including suggested 
changes to the mortgage interest deduction. NAHB's 
representatives shared information from our surveys 
of acquisition, development and construction (AD&C) 
credit conditions as well as our observations on recent 
mortgage market developments, including those in-
volving multifamily properties. NAHB also presented 
its plan for restructuring Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
and expressed strong concerns over the impact of 
changes in housing tax incentives on the lagging hous-
ing and economic recovery. Going forward, NAHB 
will continue to reach out to the Administration and 
Congress in our ongoing efforts to resolve the credit 
crunch for housing production loans and to defend the 
mortgage interest deduction along with other housing-
related incentives in the tax code. 

Slight Improvement Registered in Builder 
Confidence for November  

Builder confidence in the market for newly built, 
single-family homes has now risen, albeit slightly, for 
two consecutive months, according to the latest read-
ing of the NAHB/Wells Fargo Housing Market Index 
(HMI) on Nov. 16. The HMI rose one notch to 16 in 
November from a downwardly revised level of 15 in 
the previous month. According to the survey, many 
builders are reporting that, while the quantity of buyer 
traffic through their model homes has not improved 
dramatically, the quality of that traffic seems to be 
getting better — meaning that more people appear to 
be serious about buying in the near future. Moreover, 
according to NAHB Chief Economist David Crowe, 
the most positive aspect of the latest HMI report was 
the future expectations component, which not only 
held onto the five-point gain it registered in October, 
but improved by an additional two points to 25 for 
November. This was the component's highest level 
since the home buyer tax credit program spurred sales 
activity in the spring. That said, David noted, "The 
most concerning aspect of the report was that survey 
participants have observed absolutely no improvement 
in their ability to access credit to build viable new 
projects. This problem is clearly a roadblock to recov-
ery in many markets." 

Time, Politics May Limit What Lame Duck 
Congress Can Do 

With a vastly different political landscape stretching 
out ahead, the 111th Congress reconvened on Nov. 15 
for its post-election lame duck session with a goal of 
completing a few items of unfinished business. 

The primary focus of the "lame duck" Congress will 
be on finalizing and passing an omnibus appropria-
tions package to fund the government in fiscal year 
2011, and on extending the expiring Bush tax cuts. 
But with time running short — this post-election ses-
sion was tentatively scheduled to run just this past 
week and during the week of Nov. 29 — it remains to 
be seen what else can be accomplished. The fact is that 
lawmakers face a mountain of unfinished business — 
including whether to provide a temporary "patch" for 
the Alternative Minimum Tax, extend a host of popu-
lar tax breaks that expired last December, give seniors 
a special $250 Social Security payment, extend unem-
ployment benefits and reimburse physician Medicare 
payments. In the end, it is possible that action on these 
and many other outstanding issues may have to be 
deferred to the incoming Congress. 

As readers of this report are well aware, NAHB's 
top advocacy priority and primary focus in the lame 
duck Congress (and beyond) is on restoring credit 
for housing production. Specifically, NAHB is doing 
everything in its power to urge the Senate to approve 
H.R. 6191 that would allow small home building firms 
equal access to a $30 billion lending fund for com-
munity banks, which was established through legisla-
tion passed just before the midterm elections. That 
said, looking ahead to the 112th Congress that will be 
seated in January, NAHB will be reaching out to both 
sides of the political aisle to seek additional solutions 
to the current lending crisis, and will urge Congress to 
call on federal banking regulators to reduce regulatory 
restrictions on acquisition, development and construc-
tion credit and rein in overzealous bank examiners.
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FHBA
IBS Offers Wide Range of Courses

The National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) 
International Builders Show (IBS), set for January in 
Orlando, is offering more than 20 pre-show courses 
to provide attendees with business management tools, 
lead paint certification, green building and aging-in-
place remodeling techniques, and other skills to help 
boost their business. Primarily offered on January 
8-11 with some selections available on January 12-14, 
the intensive one- or two-day programs are designed 
to help industry professionals increase their business 
skills, technical knowledge and marketability. The 
courses also will enable NAHB members to work on 
their NAHB designations, earn continuing education 
credit and acquire focused, in-depth knowledge in 
their specific areas of interest. Visit www.nahb.org/
designations to determine if any of NAHB’s 15 pro-
fessional designations are right for you. The individual 
designation webpages will list which courses you need 
to complete to earn each designation. If you’re not 
interested in a designation, go to www.buildersshow.
com/preshow to see descriptions of all the courses 
offered at IBS. If you’ve taken courses in the past but 
aren’t sure which ones to take next, e-mail designa-
tions@nahb.org, or call The Professional Designation 
Help Line at 800-368-5242, ext. 8154 for assistance.

South Faring Better in Home Sales

Although new home sales nationwide by 8.1 percent 
last month according to the U.S. Department of Com-

merce, the South fared better than the rest of the nation 
with a 3.1 percent gain, as reported last week in the 

South Florida Business Journal. The seasonally adjust-
ed annual rate of sales is 283,000 units. The median 

home price fell to $194,900, the lowest level in seven 
years. At this sales pace, there was an 8.6-month sup-
ply of new homes on the market at the end of October, 
up from a 7.9-month supply at the end of September. 
The West led the decline, with a 23.9 percent drop in 

new home sales, followed by the Midwest, with a 20.4 
percent drop, and the North, with a 12.1 percent drop. 

Larger Homes Are Making Comeback

As the economy rebounds, though ever-so-slowly, 
builders are cautiously increasing the size of their 
homes, according to an article by Beth Kassab at 
OrlandoSentinel.com. The National Home Builders 
Association (NAHB) reports that the median size of 
new homes dropped from 2,268 square feet in 2006 
to 2,100 square feet in 2009. But now, demograph-
ics suggest the popularity of larger homes will only 
increase.  “The Echo Boom [people born in the 1980s 
and 1990s] are starting to form households and have 
kids,” said Stephen Melman, director of economic 
services at NAHB. “We’re already starting to see floor 
plans edging up from the bottom.” Melman says hous-
es reached a high in the first quarter of 2007 at 2,309 
square feet then bottomed out at 2,082 square feet in 
the third quarter of 2008. This year the median size is 
up to 2,100 square feet. Canin Associates is also see-
ing a demand for big homes and designed prototypes 
in the 2,500 to 3,400 square foot range that are more 
practical than extravagant.  Gone are features most 
people say they never actually use such as the formal 
living room and dining room and even the Roman tub. 
They are being replaced with big family rooms and 
kitchens and energy-efficient features. “Buyers are 
looking for as much house as they can afford,” said 
Tony Weremeichik, principal of Canin’s architectural 
design studio. 

Fannie said it had lifted a moratorium on foreclosed-
property sales following a review of the affected 
properties it has acquired and after consulting with its 
government regulator, the Federal Housing Finance 
Agency. It was unclear how quickly sales would 
resume because loan servicers are still completing 
their reviews of paperwork. "Our decision was mo-
tivated by several factors including the protection of 
buyers with title insurance, the negative impact lin-
gering foreclosed properties has on neighborhoods 
and the cost burden that is placed on taxpayers when 
[bank-owned] sales are suspended," said a Fannie 
Mae spokeswoman. Fannie and Freddie owned nearly 
240,000 properties at the end of September, valued 
at nearly $24 billion. Difficulty selling those homes 
could lead to higher carrying costs for the mortgage 
titans. Delays also could prompt buyers that had been 
under contract to lower their asking prices or to walk 
away from deals.

Fannie, Freddie: Sell Foreclosures

The Wall Street Journal’s Nick Timiraos reported last 
week that Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac have begun 
telling real-estate agents nationwide to resume sales 
of foreclosed properties that had been suspended after 
document-handling problems surfaced over the past 
two months. 
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Gail’s Column
Happy Holidays to all of you. This is 
the time we reflect on the past year and 
look to the coming year. Your Associa-
tion has been so fortunate to have had 
great leadership during 2010 and we are 

thankful that we get to repeat that great leadership for 
2011. I am talking about President Greg Schlitt. The 
Board of Directors of TCBA took a big challenge (the 
economy) and turned it into one of the most produc-
tive years we have ever had. 

The upgrading and renovating of the TCBA property 
was just a start. We were trying to make the buildings 
as GREEN as we could. So they started by repair-
ing and replacing everything that needed attention 
and ended by painting the buildings a pretty shade of 
green. The color had nothing to do with making the 
buildings GREEN but it added a nice touch. Next time 
you drive by take a look at the rain barrels and new 
landscaping thanks to Mike Glynn, Dixie Landscap-
ing & Irrigation, and Tara Boshell, Tree Locators for 
all their efforts. So many members helped with the 
renovations that it is hard to remember who did what. 
Dean Thommes, Coley Construction, was a vital part 
of the project, as was Dan Williams, Labor Find-
ers, along with staff member Maddie Williams who 
spent many Saturdays working with her hubby Dan at 
the TCBA office. I was so impressed watching your 
President Greg Schlitt working hard along side Mike 
Glynn, Bob Cenk and many others on weekends as 
they tried to get the project completed. A great job by 
great people. 

The dream of a “Schools of Construction” became a 
reality during 2010. So many people helped with that 
project that a separate article is in this issue about the 
volunteers who believed in the concept and helped 
make it happen. Another milestone for your Associa-
tion. 

We ended in the black instead of the red for the year. 
What a great accomplishment that was for your as-
sociation. We were able to lease space in the front 
building which had been vacant for some time to an 
Art Gallery. If you haven’t had the opportunity to visit 
The Artist Nest, do yourself a favor and stop by. You 
will be glad you did. 

This year we were fortunate to have the time and tal-
ents of good long time members to help your associa-
tion get through the rough times. Don Santos and Jim 

McKenzie helped with the financial planning . New 
active members like Attorney John Hockin, Linkhorst 
& Hockin PA, were on hand when we needed him the 
most. How lucky we are to have people like him and 
CPA Bob Thomas available to us. Talk about good 
luck we have the both of them again for 2011.

2011 looks like another challenging year. Luck is still 
with us. We have Bob Cenk, Homecrete Homes, on 
the leadership ladder along with stars like Cindy Hall, 
Cap Stone Industries, Joe Ciaravino, Kolter Signature 
Homes, and Tara Boshell, Tree Locators.  All great 
leaders and all dedicated to your association. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the dynamic hus-
band and wife team from Sound Insights, Steve and 
Shannon Sumners. Steve is the new Chair for Mar-
tin County Chapter and Shannon is the Membership 
Chairman. They are such a wonderful couple and they 
give so much to your association. 

Steve Brickley of Cuplepper and Terpening, our St 
Lucie County Chapter Chair, is new to the leadership 
but not new to the association. Along with Jon Cam-
pion of European Kitchen Sink Outlets, our Chapter 
Chair in Indian River County, have proven to be 
worthwhile additions to our great leadership ranks. 
Having members ready to step up and serve speaks 
loudly for the association. Members like Greg Olda-
kowski, Grande Construction, who will be chairing the 
BAP (Business Alliance for Prosperity) group in St. 
Lucie County. I think you will be hearing a lot more 
about Greg next year.

Let me finish by saying wonderful things are coming 
for 2011 to your association. With the type of leaders 
we have in place we can’t miss. Please try to attend 
the Installation Banquet on Dec. 15th in Indian River 
County. Show this great team that you support the ef-
forts that they have shown us. 

See you at the Banquet on the 15th. 




